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Sr. BRIDE's, LONDON, Nov. 2, 1797. 


At a Public Veſtry holder this day, it was Unanimoufly 

ſolved, That the Thanks of this Veſtry be given to the Rey, 
ManLey Woop, Curate of this Pariſh, for his excellent and 
well-timed Sermon, preached on Sunday laſt, for the benevo- 
tent purpoſe of making a Collection towards alleviating the 
Diſtreſſes of the Wounded, and alſo the Widows and Orphan: 
of thoſe who bravely fell, in the late glorious action under the 
command of Admiral Lord Viſcount Duncan: : And that he 
be requeſted to print the ſame. 


ABEL BRADLEY, Vesrav-CLenk, 


> 


Lhyd's Coffee Henſe, November 3, 1797. 


As Chairman of the Committee of Sub- 
ſcribers for tne relief of the wounded ſeamen, and the widows 
and orphans of thoſe who were killed in the engagement be- 
tween Admiral Lord Duncan and the Dutch Fleet, the 11th 
of October; I beg leave to return you the thanks of the 
Committee for your liberal Subſcription to the Fun. 
I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


- CALVERLEY BEWICKE, 


GEenNTLEMEY, 


To the Reverend Manley Wood, 
Deputy, Common-Council, and 
\ Church-toardens, of St, e 7-7 IP > 
Fleet-ftreet, no WE A 
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PREACHED AT 


Sr. BRIDE'S CHURCH, 
Ocr. 49 1797. 


By TRE REV. MANLEY WOOD, 
CURATE OF. THAT PARISH ; 


For the Purpoſe of making a Collection towards 
alleviating the Diſtreſſes of the WounDeD 
SEAMEN, and alſo the Wipows and OrPnans 
of thoſe who bravely fell, in the late Action, 
on the 11th of October, under the Command of | 
ADMIRAL LORD VISCOUNT DUNCAN. 
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 ADVERTISEMEN x. 


THE Author begs leave to premiſe, that the re- 
queſt of his promoting the ſubſcription at Lloyd's, 
by a collection at St. Bride's church, was made 
to him but a few days previous to the Sunday on 
which the following Sermon was preached : and, 
as the Pariſh afterwards thought the ſubſcription 
might be benefited by printing it, he did not 
heſitate to conſent. The extreme ſhortneſs of the 
time allowed him will therefore be his excuſe, he 
hopes, for any inaccuracies that may appear in 
the work ; and perhaps the reader will the readier 
pardon them, when he is informed, that charity, 
and not a wiſh for fame, was the cauſe of its 
publication, 8 | 


Nov, d, 1797. 


1 Ee1s5TLE or PRT ER, Chap. IV. Verſe 10. 


As every man hath received the Gift, even ſo 
miniſter the ſame one to another, as good 
Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. 


IT is the fingular privilege of the Chriſtian 
Religion, to be well ſpoken of even by thoſe 
who do not profeſs to hold its doctrines. 
That ſpirit of charity and benevolence which 
it ſo fervently and uniformly breathes, hath 
ſecured to it the approbation of thoſe who 
have been diſpoſed to ridicule its pretenſions | 

7 99 | to 
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to a divine origin; and, though unbelieveit 


wilt not allow it to be a revelation cme 
from God, yet they acknowledge its being 
the kindeſt ſyſtem that hath proceeded from 


mens: 


The truth is, the ſoul of man is formed 
for beneficence, and all its powers are grati- 
fied by the contemplation and the practice of 
it. Our hearts naturally incline us to com: 
paſſion, and, unleſs we take great pains to 
harden and corrupt them, expand into rap- 
ture whenever we perform an act of mercy. 
The pleaſure of doing good is the moſt ex- 
quiſite pleaſure whieh we feel, both as tb 
its preſent enjoyment and the future recol- 
lection of it. The more benevolent our in- 
clinations are, the more ſatisfaction and de- 
light we find within our breaſts; and the 
greater our ability of beſtowing happineſs on 
others, the ſweeter is the poſſeſſion of life to 
ourſelves. A diſpoſition to do good is con- 
ſtantly 
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ſtantly rewarded with the eſteem of mankind; 
and brutality of behavicur, and a ſelfiſh pre- 
ference of our own, Intereſts, are invariably 
attended with their diſlike and hatred, Be- | 
fides this, the conviction we have of the; in- 
Rability of all earthly things tends greatly 
to raiſe in the minds of conſiderate perſons a, 
pity for the wants and infirmities of thoſe 
around them, We all know what it is to 
ſuffer in ſome inſtance or other; and the man 
who will not, with this impreſſion on his mind, 
be ready to * rejoice with thoſe that do re- 
Joice,” and to“ weep with thoſe that weep,” 
muſt have hardened his heart indeed. The 
reflection, that we are all children of the ſame 
frail nature, and inheritors of the ſame cor- 
ruption that we are. born with the ſame 
wants, are ſubject to the ſame inffrmities, 
and certain of the ſame common diſſolution; 
will of itſelf be ſufficient to fill our minds 
with brotherly love and tenderneſs one to- 
wards another. So that, if there were. no 
2M revealed 
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revealed religion in the world, and Faith and 
Hope had no longer any exiſtence, yet, while 
our natural ſenſations and apprehenſions con- 
tinue what they are, and the ſtate of the world 
remains as it is, we could not poſſibly diveſt 
ourſelves either of the deſire or the duty of 
being exerciſed in works of benevolence and 
charity. We live in a world, where the exerciſe 
of mercy and pity alone renders the face of 
things at all pleaſing and chearful to us, and, 
from the want of which, the number of per· 
ſons driven to def; pair would render ſociety 
unſafe to its other members. Moreover, we / 
are ſenſible to what changes and chances we 
are ſubje& ; we know the uncertainty of all 
worldly things: and, therefore, it behoves 
us greatly to give all the countenance we are 
able, by exhortation and example, to works 
of mercy and compaſſion, We know not 


what a day may bring forth, and, on that 
account, we are concerned to encourage that 
ſpirit of charity which, by ſome unlucky 
re * | caſt 
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caſt of accident, or, ſome grievous ſtroke of 
adverſity, either we, or thoſe who belong to 
us, may live to want exerciſed towards our- 
ſelves, 

Theſe are reaſons which actuate men to 
works of beneficence, even though they have 
no hope of the promiſes, But, to us, much 
more powerful are the inducements for the 
practice of univerſal love to the w hole family 
of God, We have the affurance, that, God 
1s not unrighteous, that he will not forget 
our work and labour of love;“ and, elſe- 
where, we are told that alms doth deliver 
from death, and ſhall purge away all ſin;“ 
and that . thoſe who exerciſe alms and right- 
eouſneſs ſhall be filled with life.” And, in 
ſo high an eſtimation doth our bleſſed Saviour 
conſider the virtue of benevolence, that he 


ranks it immediately next to piety and devo- 
tion; for, ſpeaking of the love of the Al- 
mighty who hath created us, as the firſt com- 
| B 2 mandment, 
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mandment, he adds, the ſecond is like 
unto it; namely, thou ſhalt love thy neigh - 
bour as thyſelf.” Nay, the apoſtle John goes 
farther, and declares it to be impoſſible for a 


man to fulfil the former without fulfilling the 
latter; If any man fay, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar : for he that 
loveth not his brother, whom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God, whom he hath not 
ſeen ?” This commandment,” ſays he, 
ee have we from him, that he who loveth 
God love his brother alſo,” 


And, as the greateſt encouragement to us in 
the practice of this amiable virtue, the Scrip- 
tures are full of great and precious promiſes 
to thoſe © who deal out their bread to the 
hungry, and hide not themſelves from their | 
own fleſh.“ « Come, ye blefled of my fa 
ther,“ ſays the merciful. Jeſus, © inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world; for, I was an hungred, and 


ye 
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ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave 
me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took me 
in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was ſick, 
and ye viſited me; I was in priſon, and ye 
came unto me.“ And when we, like thoſe 
ſpoken of in the Goſpel, ſhall reply with ſur- 
prize and aſtoniſhment, © Lord, when ſaw 
we thee an hungred, or athirſt, or a ſtran- 
ger, or naked, or ſick, or in priſon, and mt» 
niſtered unto thee?ꝰ we ſhall receive that gra- 
cious anſwer of condeſcending. love, 4 Inaſ- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 
of theſe my brethren, ye Luve done it unto 


me, 


But, with this proſpect of an eternal reward 
in the next world, the merciful do not loſe 
the reward of their labours even in this. Cha- 
ritable actions enſure to them the love and 
veneration of mankind whilſt they live, and 


will keep their memory in reputation when 
they are no more; beſides the inward fatif- 
| faction 
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Faction which they will feel, in beſtowing the 
things of this world as becomes ** good ſtew. 
ards of the manifold grace of God.” That 
rapture, which will be diffuſed over their 
minds by the proper diſcharge of this duty, 
will convince them how congenial to the 
feelings of man are the words of our divine 
maſter, that it is far more bleſſed to gin 
than to receive. 


Whence, then, comes it to paſs, that ſuch 
incitements and motives to benevolence pro- 
duce ſo little active charity as they do in 
too many of us? The reaſon is, we are too 
apt to ſuffer the god of this world to blind 
our eyes; we give ourſelves up to the gui 
dance of ſelfiſh affections and evil paſſions; 
we indulge ourſelves fo unboundedly in the 
gra ification of our depraved appetites, that 
we not only loſe all ſenſe of religion towards 
God, but we deſtroy alſo within us all ſenti- 
ments of kindneſs Tor our neighbour. Some 

Ha WE: perſons 
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perſons render their hearts totally cMous to 
every impreſſion of fine feeling ; ; and others, 
though they preſerve ſome notions of ſenſi- 
bility, yet its operations are extremely con- 
fined and partial, Some have a certain luke - 
warmneſs in their nature; their good deeds 
« come to the birth, but they have not 
ſtrength to bring forth.” They feel ſome- 
thing like an inward fatisfaQtion in eontem- 
plating acts of tenderneſs and humanity; they 
can admire them in others, but they cannot, 
or will not, practiſe them themſelves. They 
can ſpeak well of them with their lips, nay, 
their hearts do not ſeem far from them; and 
yet, by ſome fatality or other, they do not 
bring forth good fruit, « either an hundred 
fold, or ſixty, or even thirty.“ 
As to the inſtability of an earthly poſſeſ- 
ſions, and the conſideration that we are all 
liable to miſery ourſelves, which, one would 
ſu ppoſe, ſhould be the greateſt ind ucement 
to 


E 

to a commiſeration of the wants of other, 

It is almoſt entirely forgotten amidſt the plea- 
ſures and vanities of the world; or elſe men 

employ it as the reaſon for turning the whole 

bent of their thoughts and actions to the ad- 

vancement of their own private intereſts. If 

my time be ſo ſhort, ſays the libertine, and 

the goods of this world ſo uncertain, the 

greater cauſe have I to make the moſt of 
them whilſt they are within my reach. And, 
ſays the man of buſineſs, what better argu- 
ment can I have for endeavouring to ſecure 
them, whilſt I have the power of doing it ] 
ſurely I muſt be mad indeed, to give away 
that which I do not know I may ever be 


able to recover again. How do I know the 
number of years I have to live, or the number 
of croſs accidents which may befal me in the 
time? My children, and relatives, will at all 
events want every aſſiſtance my poor endes · 
vours can render them, although 1 ſhould not 
want aſſiſtance myſelf; and charity begins at 

home, 


19 
home. Thus they argue, without reflecting 
that “it is not their own ſtrength, or the 
mightineſs of their arm, which is to get 
them theſe things.“ They conſider not, 
that „he who gathers much has nothing 
over; and he who gathers little has no 
lack :“ nor do they ſeem to dread the power 
of that voice which may cry out. to them, 
« Ye fools, this night ſhall your ſouls be 
required of you !” 

Our wiſe Creator has not, therefore, left 
us to our own government and direction, 
has not given us up to the guidance of our 
own inclinations; but, as he ſaw that we 
might, from the ſelfiſh intercourſe of this 
world, deaden the natural feelings of hu- 
manity planted within our breaſts, unleſs 
they were kept alive by ſome powerful con- 


ſideration, he hath promiſed great rewards, 
and denounced heavy puniſhments, to thoſe 
who fulfil or negle& the duty of charity; 

C not 
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the beginning to the end of his revealed will, 


(88) 
not leaving it as an act of choice, but making 
it matter of obligation to every one of us: 
« As every man hath received the gift, even 
ſo miniſter the- ſame one to another, as good 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of God.” 


Having now ſpoken ſomething to you 
of the duty of charity and benevolence in 
general, which we are under the ſtricteſt 
obligations to practiſe, upon every occafion 
that ſhall preſent itſelf to us, in our different 
degrees and fituations of life ; I will farther 


confider what is our particular duty towards 


thoſe our unhappy fellow-creatures, who are 


more immediately. the _ of our prove 
conſideration. 05 


That they are Wounded, and Widows, and 
Orphans, is enough in itſelf to entitle them 
to your kindneſs and beneficence. Both ye 
and they are children of that God, who, from 


hath 


c OO 


019 
hath never ceaſed to make thoſe who are 
deſtitute the peculiar objects of his recom- 
mendation ; and who hath ſcarcely denounced 
a fingle curſe againſt the diſobedient Iſraelites 
but where one great charge of their guilt is, 
that they neglected. the fatherleſs and widows. 
And both ye and they are diſciples of that 
divine Mediator - whoſe whole employment 
was doing good ; but who, among the many 
rules and inſtances of mercy that he hath 


adduced for your practice and imitation, hath 


not brought forward one more forcibly and 
affectingly told, than that of the poor man, 
who, travelling from Jeruſalem to Jericho, 
fell among the thieves. The tenderneſs and 
affection with which the good Samaritan 
bound up his wounds, and the care with 
which he conveyed him to a place of reſt, 
are ſo pathetically ſet forth, and the conelu- 
ſive command of go thou and do likewiſe” 
is ſo peremptorily dictated, as to convince us 
that we ſhall be conſidered without- excuſe, 
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if we do not, whenever an opportunity 
offers, become ready followers of ſo lovely 
an example. | | 


But, if the promiſes and threatenings of 


God, and the injunctions and example of 


Chriſt, be not ſufficient,” and ye heſitate to 
contribute, although ſo /powerfully com- 
manded; yet, let me aſk,' who are thoſe 
wounded for whom we now beg your kind 
aſſiſtance, and in whoſe behalf we at preſent 
appear pleading before you? Are they your 
petitioners only ? and have they no demand 
but upon your charity? Are they not your 
bulwark and your rock of defence? and have 
they not the higheſt imaginable claim upon 
your thankfulneſs and gratitude ? Is it not 
through their valour, and the valour of their 
fellow-heroes, that you enjoy ſafety in your 


concerns, and tranquillity in your habitations? 
that you fit, undiſturbed by the fear of your 


enemies, under the ſhadow of your own 
vines 


— ——— ͥ —— — eo 


= a 9 
vines and your own fig · trees ?” and that you 
« drink every one the waters of his own ciſ- 
tern ?” Reflect but for a moment what is 
now your ſituation, and what-it would be but 
for their defence and protection; and then 
you will readily and gratefully acknowledge, 
that God hath by them wrought ſalvation 
unto Iſrael,” . Wi 


We have been engaged, for the LAST FIVE 
years, in a war with an enemy, of an un- 
precedented kind. We have been contending 
with a nation whoſe every effort is fury and 
deſperation, and whoſe forces are actuated by 
a ſpirit, which France under its Monarchy 
ſeemed an utter ſtranger to. The ſucceſs of 
their armies hath kept- pace with the ardour 
and enthuſiaſm of the ſoldiers that compoſe 
them; and they have ſpread themſelves un- 
controuled (with the exception of a very few 
checks) over almoſt all the Southern part of 


Europe, either ſubduing the people before 


them, 


4 
them, or compelling them at leaſt to enter 
into alliance with them; extending, at the 
ſame time, the principles of that Revolution; 
the limits of whoſe effects are beyond the ut- 
moſt ſtretch of human calculation. Fluſhed 
with the repeated ſucceſs of their troops on 
the Continent, they formed a plan for the 
entire deſtruction of this kingdom. They 
regarded us as their oldeſt and mightieſt op- 
ponents, and they looked with envious hatred 
dn the ftate of our naval greatneſs: They 


united themſelves with the two maritime 


powers of Spain and Holland; and hoped, by 
means of their combined exertions, to gain a 


victory over our fleets, and effect a landing in 
this nation. Nay, with ſuch confidence did 
they threaten, and with ſuch ' force did they 
ſeem endued, that the minds of many of vs 


were, at one time, in actual alarm, leſt they 
ſhould be able in reality to accompliſh an 
invaſion. " 


But 


260 


But from this evil the Aleighty hath mer- 
cifully preſerved us, by the inttepidity of 
our commanders, and the bravery of our ſea- 
men. We have been ſucceſsful in our battles 
with each of our enemies. We vanquiſhed 
the fleet of France, at a time when their 
boaſting was riſen almoſt to a pitch of terror 
tous. We overcame that of Spain, at the 
moment to prevent a junction, the united 
ſtrength of which would have kept us in a 
perpetual alarm for our ſafety. And by this 
laſt deciſive victory over that of the Dutch 
Republic *, we are relieved from the dread, 
which we have ſo long entertained, of an at- 
tack being made upon our ſiſter kingdom. 

By this glorious victory, we are confirmed 
in an | aſſurance, and our enemies are wofully 


The London Gazette, with he . this action, fo 
honourable to all who bore a part in it, is copied at the end of | 
this Sermon. 
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gard to foreign oppoſition, which hath al- 
ways been preſerved among -us. What pleas 
ſing reflections muſt it raiſe in our minds, 
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convinced, of that unity of action, with re- 


and what con fuſion in the breaſts of our ad- 


verſaries, to obſerve, that the very men, who 


but a few months ago were juſtly branded 


with the harſh names of mutineers and inſur- 


gents, have acquitted themſelves in this ac- 


tion like patriots and heroes ! That thoſe, ! 
who durſt ſo lately, whilſt within our own | 


ports, trample upon all rule, and ſuſpend the 


authority of their officers, - no ſooner ſaw the 


foes of their country proudly advancing on 


the ocean, but their hearts became- united 
with the hearts of their commanders like the 
heart of one man, and they flew on their ene- 


mies like a lion on his devoted prey! What 


551 . 
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ſweet conſolation is it to all true lovers of 
their native land; to remark, that, however 
we may differ in opinion among ourſelves, or 
whatever queſtions we may have of real ot 
3 imaginary 
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Imaginary grievances, yet it is impoſſible 
for Britons to be faithleſs to their common 
cauſe, or to be ſupine in their duty whe 
their country calls for their exertions! And 
how ſhould we all rejoice in the conſidera- 
tion, that thoſe our fellow-citizens have, by 
this a& of bravery, effaced from our minds 
every remembrance of their former raſhneſs 
and impatience; and enabled us again to 
ſtreteh out our arms to them as to our friends 
and brethren! ; 


By this glotious victory, we are not only 
freed from the dread of our enemies that are 
round about us, but have alſo reaſon to con- 
clude, that © God ſtill careth for us, and that 
we are not wholly caſt out of the light of his 
countenance ;”” for, after all that we may ſay 
of our own ſtrength, or our own management, 
they would avail us but little, unleſs he ic co- 
vered our head in the day of battle,” By 


conſulting our hiſtories, it will appear, how 
bes | | - often 
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often his Amighty arm hath wrought deli- 
verance for us, when there was no probable 
appearance of ſuccour at hand. It is through 
his protection that we have ſo long enjoyed 
our ſtate of envied ſuperiority over all our 
our neighbours; and it is by his aſſiſtance 
that we have now once more triumphed over 
thoſe who are enemies to our peace. There- 
fore, the devouteſt and heartieſt thanks are 
to be given to our God, who, though he 
thought proper to correct us, and to ſhew 
us danger nigh at hand, yet in his mercy 
hath not given us over to deſtruQion. ** He 
hath girded us with ſtrength unto the battle; 
he hath thrown down our enemies under us; 
he hath made our adverſaries alſo to turn their 
backs upon us; and we have deſtroyed them 
that hate us. For this cauſe will we give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord ! among the Gen- 
tiles, and ſing praiſes unto thy name for ever 
and ever,” | | 


But, 


(27) 

But, whilſt we thus rejoice for this ſignal 
victory vouchſafed to us, let us pauſe—let 
us aſk ourſelves the affecting queſtion, if all 
our countrymen can join in our gladneſs of 
heart! Would to God, I could anſwer in the 
affirmative! and that there were no cauſe for 
this public addreſs from me to you! But, 
alas! the reverſe is the melancholy caſe; and 
more than a thouſand of your brave ſeamen 
have bled to purchaſe you this deliverance. 
In this hour, while we are here aſſembled to 
give public thanks * to the Almighty for his 
loving kindneſs, and tender merey, hundreds 
are agonized with the rankling wounds of 
balls and ſplinters, or groaning under the 
cruel knife which has ſevered their mangled 
limbs from them; whilſt hundreds more are 


* The day on which this Sermon was preached, a moſt ex- 
cellent form of thankſgiving was ordered by his Majeſty to be 
uſed on the occaſion of the victory; which may be found in the 
Appendix, | | 
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committed to the vaſt deep, to reſt there till 
the trump of the Archangel ſhall command 
the ſea to give up her dead. Would to God, 
I could ſpare your pious ears the recital of 
this tale of horror! that I had not to de- 
clare to you, how the former, by fighting to 
continue to you the happineſs of ſecurity and 
eaſe, have rendered themſelves helpleſs and 
miſerable for the remainder of their lives; 
whilſt the latter, to preſerve your ſons from 
ſlavery, and your wives and daughters from 
violation, have rendered their own waves 
widows, and their own children fatherleſs. 
Would to God, there were no occaſion for 
this diſtreſsful ſtory ! but it is my ſorrow ful 
talk to preſs the truth of it upon you, I 
ſtand up here, to enforce your commiſlera- 
tion ; to entreat your bounty in their behalf; 
to remind you that the Wounded are rendered 
incapable of farther ſervice, and conſequently 
deprived of the means of procuring fort 
themſelves wherewith to ſerve the ordinary 

wants 
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wants of nature; and that the Widows and 
Orphans, by having the defire of their eyes 
cut off with a ſtroke, by loſing their guar- 
dians and their parents, are thrown upon the 
wide world, without protection, without ſup- 


port upon that wo! Id, where ſhortly, when 
the merits and ſervices of their deceaſed friends 
are forgotten, ſcarcely one perſon will ſtretch 
out an hand to ſave them from deſtruction 
and deſpair, 


I forbear to urge this. matter farther upon 
you, becauſe I conſider mylelf as ſpeaking to 
a Chriſtian congregation 3 becauſe I am ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to the diſciples of that bleſl. 
ed Maſter, whoſe only teſt of obedience to 
him is, that we love one another.” Or, if 
there be any here who do not reverence the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, aud who are not difs 
poſed to aſſiſt thoſe diſtreſſed objects on the 
principle of love and compaſſion; to them I 
pronounce it, not matter of charity, but of 
155 debt. 


\ | 


TM 
debt. They and Zherrs are ſuffering, and 


have ſuffered, in our ſervice and defence; 
and we, in return, ARE BOUND to relieve and 
ſuccour them ; and, if we neglect ſo to do, 
we not only commit a violation againſt Chriſ- 
tian benevolence, but we alſo ſwerve from 
the laws of natural and moral juſtice, But! 
hope and truſt there is no one in this aſſembly 
who would wait for his juſtice to be chal- 
lenged when his pity 1s entreated. 


If it were needful to ſay any more on this 
ſubject, I would remark, that it is not only 
Juſt, but it is expedient alſo, that we ſhould 
be liberal on this occaſion ; for, by thus pro- 
tecting the Wounded, and the Widows and 
Orphans of thoſe who are {lain in our battles, 
we give the greateſt encouragement that may 
be to the well-manning our fleets. Men 
will enter with infinitely more readineſs and 
alacrity, when they obſerve how chearfully 
the publick contribute to the relief of their 

3 diſtreſſes. 


1 
diſtreſſes. If they ſee no proviſion made 


for them or their families in caſe of ac- 
cident, it muſt be little ſhort of deſpair 
that can engage them to belong to the ſer- 
vice; Whereas, when they diſcover the 
foſtering hand of Mercy extended to their 
infirmities, it will be their happineſs to 
ſerve a community ſo ſenſible of its ob- 
ligations. And, if there were no other 
reaſon but this to ſtir us up to the exerciſe 
of this duty, it were of itſelf enough in a 
country like England, whoſe only defence 
that can be relied upon is the energy of her 
navies. This is, I ſay, conſideration enough 
to ſtir us up to the exerciſe of the be- 
nevolence I am ſoliciting : yet there is 
one of much more concern, and which, if 
duly regarded, will always influence us to 
acts of charity and beneficence, namely, that 


* we are ſtewards of the manifold grace of 
God.“ 


Let us, therefore, bear in mind this 
momentous truth; and let us conduct our- 
3 ſelves 
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ſelves as under a conſtant ſenſe of it, looks 
ing forward to that great day, when every 
one of us muſt give an account of his 
ſtewardſhip, for that he may be no longet 
ſteward ;”* that ſo we may obtain from 


the lips of our Judge that raviſhing com- 
mendation of, © Well done, good and faith- 
ful ſervant ; thou haſt been faithful in 2 
few things, I will make thee ruler ovet 
many things, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord,” —And do thou, O God! who haf 
taught us that all our diings without Ghatity 
are nothing worth, ſend thy holy ſpirit, and 
pour into our hearts that moſt excellent gifl 
of Charity, the very bond of peace and of all 
virtues, without which whoſoever liveth i 
counted dead before thee ; that ſo we, ad. 
miniſtering thy temporal gifts to our poor ani 
 afflifted brethren, may at laſt receive of thee 
the gift of eternal life, through the merits and 
mediation of thy ſon Feſus Chriſt our Lord 


Amen, 


AP. 
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APPENDIX, 


No. I. 


Form of Prayer and Thankſgiving ordered to be read 
in all the Churches and Chapels of Great Britain, 
for the fignal Victory obtained through the Ble 
of Almighty God, by his Majeſty's ' Ships under 
Admiral Duncan, over the Dutch Fleet, © © 


O 60D, our defence and ſtrength, 
the helper of all who put their truſt in Thee, who 
alone giveſt victory unto kings, and ſaveſt Thy 
ſervants from the peril of the ſword, we acknow- 
ledge it to have been of thy unſpeakable goodneſs, 
not of our merit, that, in numberleſs inftances, 
many of which our eyes have witneſſed, Thy arm, 
ſtretched out in times of danger, hath wrought 
deliverance for this land. But more eſpecially at 
this tume are we bound to praiſe Thee for the late 
ſignal inftance of Thy mercy, in that 'Thou haſt 
vouchſafed to bleſs the arms of our Sovereign with 
ſucceſs, in the diſcomfiture of a numerous hoſt 
of a great and mighty foe. 

Continue, we beſeech Thee, O Lord, to go 
forth with our fleets and armies. Inſpire, as hi- 


therto Thou haft done, the leaders with wiſdom 
a and 


SS WE 


and courage, and the men with intrepidity, 
Support them in the hour of danger with the te- 
collection, that the battle is for more than gain or 
glory—for religion and for public liberty, for the 
independence of their country, for the rights of 
civil ſociety, for the maintenance of every ordi- 
nance, divine and human, eſſential to the well- 
being of man. And for. thoſe whom, in this 
righteous cauſe, 'Thy providence permits to fall, 
receive, we pray Thee, their ſouls to Thy mercy; 
and be Thou, O Lord, the friend and father of 
their widows and their orphans. 1 
Fill the hearts of us, who live to taſte Thy 
oodneſs here, with the devouteſt gratitude to 
Thee. . Unite us in zeal for Thy truth, in loyalty 
to the King, and in the bonds of brotherly love 
and charity one towards another. Eſpecially give 
us grace not to be elated with proſperity, but, in 
the ſeaſon of triumph, no leſs than in adverſity, 
to look up to Thee, and to walk humbly with our 
God. And, if it be Thy gracious will, t 
that the heart of the enemy may be ſoftened by 
defeat, touched with remorfe and penitence, 
and brought back to the acknowledgement of 
hy divine providence, that ſo they may hence- 
forth defift from the purſuits of unjuſt ambition, 
and, all nations in meekneſs ſubmitting to the 
guidance of Thy holy law, the world may be 
delivered by Thy mercy from the ſcourge of war 
and of civil inſurrection; that we of this land, 
and all Thy people, may, as we are moſt bounden, 
give. Thee thanks and praiſe for ever, through 

Jeſus Chriſt, Thine only Son, our Lord. 2 

men. 


4 
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No. II. 


LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY: 


ApMIRALTY-OFFIice, OCTOBER 13. 


Lieutenant Brodie, of the Roſe cutter, arrived 
earlythis morning with a letter from Admiral Dun- 
can, Commander in chief of his Majeſty's ſhips, 
&. employed in the North fea, to Evan Nepean; 
eſq. of which the following is a copy: 


Venerable, off the coaſt of Holland, the 12th of 
October, by log, (11th) thrie P. M. Campere 
down, E. S. E. eight miles, wind N. by E. 


SIR, 

J have the pleaſure to inform you, for the in 
formation of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miraity, that, at nine o'clock this morning, I got 
ſight of the Dutch fleet; at half paſt twelve, I 
paſſed through their line, and the action com- 
menced, which has been very ſevere. The ad- 
miral's ſhip i is diſmaſted, and has ſtruck, as have 
ſeveral others, and one is on fire. 

I ſhall ſend captain Fairfax with particulars the 
moment I can ſpare him. | 

I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Abbau Duxcan. ' 


| . No: III. 
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No. III. 
LONDON GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY, 


Monpay, OcTosntx 16, 1797. 
Admiralty-office, Oktober 16, 1797. 


Captain Fairfax, of the Venerable, arrived 
early this morning with diſpatches from Adam 
Duncan, eſq. Admiral of the Blue, Com- 
mander of his Majeſty's ſhips, &c. employed in 
the North ſea, to Evan Nepean, eſq. Secretary 


of the Admiralty; of which the following ar 
copies: | | 


Venerable, at Sea, 13th October, 1797, 
off the coafl of Holland. | 


SIR, | | 

Be pleaſed to acquaint the Lords Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty, that, judging it of coriſequence 
their Lordthips ſhould have as early information 
as poſſible of the defeat of the Dutch fleet under 
the command of admiral De Winter, I diſpatched 
the Roſe cutter at three P. M. on the 12th (11th) 
inſtant, with a ſhort letter to you immediately 
after the action was ended. I have now farther 
to acquaint you, for their Lordſhips infarmation, 
that, in the night of the roth inſtant, after I had 
fent away my letter to you, of that date, I placed 
my ſquadron in ſuch fituation as to prevent the 
enemy from returning to the Texel without my 

"os C 1 falling - 
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falling-in with them. At nine o'clock in the 
morning of the 11th I got fight of Captain Trol- 
lope's ſquadron, with ſignals flying for an enemy 
to leeward; I immediately bore up, and made 
the fignal for a general chace, and ſoon got fight 
of them, forming in a line on the larboard tack 
to receive us, the wind at N. W. As we ap- 
proached near, I made the ſignal for the ſquadron 
to ſhorten ſail, in order to connect them. Soon 
after, I ſaw the land between Camperdown and 
Egmont, about nine miles to leeward of the 
enemy, and, finding there was no time to be loſt 
in making the attack, I made the fignal to bear 
up, break the enemy's line, and engage them to 
leeward, each ſhip her opponent, by which I got 
between them and the land, whither they were 
faſt approaching. My fignals were obeyed with 
great promptitude ; and vice-admiral Onflow, in 
the Monarch, bore down on the enemy's rear in 
the moſt gallant manner, his divifion following 
his example; and the action commenced about 
forty minutes paſt twelve o'clock. The Venerable 
ſoon got through the enemy's line, and I began 
a Cloſe action, with my divifion on their van, 
which laſted near two hours and a half, when I 
obſerved all the maſts of the Dutch admiral's ſhip 
to go by the board; ſhe was, however, defended 
for ſome. time in a moſt gallant manner; but, 
being overpreſſed by numbers; her colours were 
ſtruck, and admiral De Winter was ſoon brought 
on-board the Venerable. On looking around me, 
I obſerved the ſhip bearing the vice-admiral's 
flag was alſo diſmaſted, and had ſurrendered to. 
vice-admiral Onſlow; and that many others had 


| likewiſe ſtruck. Finding we were in nine fathom 


water, and not farther five miles from the 
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land, my attention was ſo much taken-up in gets 
ting the heads of the diſabled ſhips off ſhore, that 
FE was not able to diſtinguiſh the number of ſhi 
captured; and the wind having been . 
on the land ſince, we have unavoidably been 
much diſperſed, ſo that I have not been able to 
gain an exact account of them; but we have 
taken poſſeſſion of eight or nine: more of them 
had ſtruck, but, taking advantage of the night, 
and being ſo near their own coaſt, they ſucceeded 
in getting off, and ſome of them were ſeen going 
into the Texel the next morning. 

It is with the greateſt pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
J make known to their lordſhips the very gallant 
behaviour of vice-admiral Onſlow, the captains, 
officers, ſeamen, and marines, of the ſquadron, 
who all appeared actuated with the truly Britiſh 
2 at leaſt thoſe I had the opportunity of 

eing. 

Ons of the enemy's ſhips caught fire in the 
action, and drove very near the Venerable : but 
I have the pleaſure to ſay it was extinguithed, and 
ſhe is one of the ſhips in poſſeſſion. The ſqua- 
dron has ſuffered much in their maſts, yards, and 
rigging, and many of them have loſt a number 
of men; however, in no proportion to that of 
the enemy. The carnage on-board the two ſhips 
that bore the admirals flags has been beyond all 
deſcription; they have had no leſs than two hun- 
dred and fifty men killed and wounded on-board 
of each ſhip; and here I have to lament the loſs 
of Captain Burgeſs *, of his majeſty's ſhip the 
Ardent, who brought that ſhip into action in the 
moſt gallant and maſterly manner, but was un- 


* A Monument for this gallant Officer in St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral has ſince been voted by Parliament. 


for- 
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fortunately killed ſoon after. However, the ſhip 
continued the action cloſe, until quite diſabled. 
The publick have loſt a good and gallant officer in 
Captain Burgeſs; and I, with. others, a Hacers 
friend. 

Captain Trollope' s exertions and ative good 
conduct, in W fight of the enemy's fleet un- 
til I came up, have been truly ne and, 
I truſt, will meet a juſt reward. | 

I ſend this by Captain Fairfax, by * 110 
advice I profited much during the action, and 
who will give their lordſhips any farther Particu- 
lars they may wiſh to know. | 

As moft of the ſhips of the ſquadron are much 
difabled, and ſeveral of the prizes diſmaſted, I 


ſhall make the beſt of my way with them to the 


Nore. 

I herewith tranſmit you 'a lift of killed and 
wounded on-board ſuch of the ſquadron as I have 
been able to collect; and am, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Apa DUNCAN. | 


Al, 10 of killed and 1 on-board the ſhip + of 


admiral Duncan's ſquadron in an ation wt.) ibe 
Dutch on the eleventh of October, 1797. 


VENERABLE.— 13 ſeamen, 2 marines, killed; 6 
officers, 52 ſeamen, 4 marines, wounded. 
Total 77. 

Moxarcn,—2 officers, 34 ſeamen, killed; 9 


officers, 79 ſeamen, 12 marines, wounded. 
Total 136. 


BzproRD.—2 midſhipmen, 26 ſeamen, '2 ma- 


rines, killed; 1 heutenant, 37 ſeamen, 3 ma- 
_ wounded. Total 88. | 
a | PowBRFUL. 
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Powzzyvr.—8 ſeamen, 2 marines, killed; 
officers, 74 ſeamen and marines, wounded 
Total 88. 

Is:s.—1 ſeaman, 1 marine, killed; 3 officers 
18 ſeamen, wounded. Total 23. 
Ax DENT.—2 officers, 33 ſeamen, 6 marines, 
killed; 8 officers, 85 ſeamen, 11 marines, 3 

boys, wounded. Total 1 48. 

AcincourT.—None killed or wounded, _ 

BELLI@UREUX.—2 officers, 20 ſeamen, 3 marines, 
killed; 3 officers, 63 ſeamen, 12 marines, 
wounded, Total 10 1 

LANCASTER.—3 ſeamen killed; 2 officers, 3 ſea- 
men, 3 marines. wounded. Total 21. 

Tx1UMyH.—25 ſeamen, 3 marines, 1 boy, kil- 
led; 5 officers, 50 ſeamen and marines, wound 
ed. Total 84. 


OFFICERS KILLED. 


18 Ir. J. P. Tindall and Mr. Moyle 
Finlay, midſhipmen. 

AxDgnT.—Captain Burgeſs, Mr. Michael Dunn, 

__ maſter, 

BzLL1@uevx.—Lieutenant Robert Webſter, Mr. 

James Milne, maſter's mate. 


OFFICERS WOUNDED. 


VaxzRABLE—Lieutenants Clay and Douglas, 
Lieutenant Chambers of the marines, Mr, 
Stewart, midſhipman, Mr. Brown, pilot. 

Moxanch. Lieutenant Retalick, Lieut. Smith 
of the marines, Mr. George Maſſie, Mr. 
Benjamin Clement, Mr. Daniel Sherwin, Mr. 
Charles Slade, midſhipmen, Mr. John Chime 
ley, maſter's mate. 

3 Bzp- 


SCE 
Bepronr Dow Licutenant Keno m 
Pow ERP Uber RIO, Jennings, Mr. Mel. Jonny 
boatſwain,' Mr. Daniel Rogers, nudſhipman, 
Lieut. Walker of the marines. 
Isis. —Lieut. Charles Rea of the marines, Mr. 
Simon Fraſer and Mr. John Walker; midſhige 
men. 
AzDENT.—Lieutenants James Roſe and John 
« Sobriel, Captain Cuthbert of | marines, Mt, 
John Tracy, maſter's mate, Mr. John Airey, 
maſter's mate, Mr. Thomas. Leopard, midſhip- 
man, Mr. John Taylor, captain's clerk, flightly, 
Mr. . Killiar, ++ chndel ſlightly. 
BELLIQUEUX.—Lieutenant _ Robert England, 
17 12 Capt. James Caſſel of marines, ſlightly, ; 
Mr. James Scott, midſhipman. | 
LANCASTER Lieutenant Morgan, lieutenant 
Sandys of the marines. ' 
Txr1UMen.,—Captain Eſſington, lightly in the 
arm; Mr. Chapman, firft heutenant, ſlightly 
in the head; Mr. Trollope, third lieutenant, 
ſlightly in the foot; Mr. Read, maſter, ſlightly 


bruiſed ; Mr. Jones, midſhipman, ſlightly in 
the face. 4s 


AA Duncan, 


E Venerable, off Orfordneſs, OF. 1 3. 
IR, 


In addition to my letter of the 13th inſt, con 
taining the particulars of the action of the 12th 
and which I have not been able to ſend away until 
this day, I have ta acquaint you, for the informa- 
tion of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
that, from the wind continuing to blow on the 


Putch coaſt, the ſhips * had great difficulty * 
in 


ta) 
keeping, off the ſhore, and that we have unavoid. 


ably been ſeparated.” On Friday laſt the wind 
-blew ſtrong from the W. 8. W. to W. N. W. and 
continued 10 to do until Saturday morning; it 
then ſhifted to the North, when I made the e 
to wear, ſtood to the W eſtward, and fortunately 
anchored here laſt evening, the Venerable bein 
fo leaky, that, with all her pumps going, we coil 
but juſt keep her free. 'This morning J obſerved 
the ſhips, named in the margin *, at anchor near 
us, three near the Kentiſh Knock, and three in 
Hoſley Bay. The wind is at N. W. and much 
againſt the diſabled ſhips; I have, therefore, ſent 
the Lancaſter and Beaulieu out to render then 
aſſiſtance. 

Sir Thomas Williams, in the Eadythioni who 
joined me the day after the action, I alſo ſent in 
ſhore, to keep by and aſſiſt the diſabled ſhips; 
and, I am info rmed, that, in the courſe of the 
night, he fell-in with a Dutch ſhip of the line off 
the Texel, and had engaged her; but I bare not 


'Heard the particulars, 
Ia, Sir, | 

Your moft obedient humble ſervant, 
Evan Nepean, eq. Aba DuNCan, 


Monarch, Lancafier, Powerful, Beaulieu. 
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Lately publiſted, J. PRIDDEN, | 


1. A Sznmox, preached at the Funeral of the 

Right Noble WiLL1am Dok of DvoxskInE, 
in the Church of Allhallows, in Derby, on Friday, 
Sept. 5, 1707 : with ſome Memoirs of the Family 
of CaveEnDIsH. By Writs KENXETT, D. D. 
Archdeacon of Huntingdon, and Chaplain in 
Ordinary to her Majeſty. The Second Edition, - 
with Additions by the Author and by the Editor 
8vo. Price 45. in Boards. | 


II. Some Account of the Life and Writings 
of the Rev. Dr. GBO SrANHO E, Vicar of 
Lewiſham and- Deptford, and Dean of Canter- 


bury ; Svo. , Price 25. 6d. 


III. The Doctrines of the Cxvacn of Roms 
examined. By the Rev. BRTAN TAnsoN BRO⁹. 
wien, A. M.; 8vo, Price 25, 
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